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A Liberal Arts College Marks Five Years in Ghana

Patrick Awuah, Ashesi University’s president, celebrated the fifth anniversary of Ghana sfirst liberal arts college this week in Seattle. After
an eight-year career at Microsoft, Awuah, a native Ghanaian, founded Ashesi in 2002 with this vision: “Imagine if every Sub-Saharan African

country had several small liberal-arts colleges, educating students at alevel equivalent to liberal-arts colleges in the United States — colleges
dedicated to nurturing critical thinking, effective communication skills, practical experience, and atrue concern for society in their students.”
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Ashesi’ s leaders have developed its core liberal arts curriculum with the help of faculty at Swarthmore College and the University of
Cdlifornia at Berkeley (Awuah’s alma maters), and the University of Washington. The university’ s enrollment has increased from 30 students
in 2002 to about 400 today — 365 full-time students and 29 study abroad participants — and plans are in place for a permanent campus north
of Accraon “arange of hills overlooking the capital.” Awuah, who spoke at a University of Washington panel discussion on the role of
graduate education in nation building Monday, took time for a telephone interview with Inside Higher Ed this week about next steps for
Ashesi and the role that liberal arts education can play in accelerating Africa’ s development.

Q. Tell meabout Ashesi, your mission and your focus. If you had the ear of a potential donor at a cocktail party for just two minutes,
what would you most want them to know?

A. Wdll, | would want them to know that Ashesi is about educating a new generation of leadersin Africawho think ethically and who are
problem solvers and have the ability and the desire to confront problems on the continent.

http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2007/10/19/ashesi (2 of 6)10/19/2007 11:45:45 AM


http://www.insidehighered.com/emailthispage/117557
http://www.ashesi.edu.gh/HOME/president.html
http://www.ashesi.edu.gh/
http://www.ashesi.edu.gh/HOME/vision.html
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=showNewJobs
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=browsejobs
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=searchJobs&CategoryID=710&keywords=*&JobSearchType=browse
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=searchJobs&CategoryID=744&keywords=*&JobSearchType=browse
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=searchJobs&CategoryID=770&keywords=*&JobSearchType=browse
http://www.insidehighered.com/profiles
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/recruiting/newrecruit
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2007/10/10/mobile
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2007/08/31/nyu
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2007/08/16/saudi
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2007/04/16/grad
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2006/11/06/bologna
http://www.insidehighered.com/emailthispage/117557
http://www.insidehighered.com/emailthispage/117557
http://www.insidehighered.com/layout/set/print/news/2007/10/19/ashesi
http://www.insidehighered.com/layout/set/print/news/2007/10/19/ashesi
http://www.grad.washington.edu/webcasts/
http://www.grad.washington.edu/webcasts/




Add a comment.


mailto:elizabeth.redden@insidehighered.com

Find Jobs!




http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=advanceSearchJobs
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=31859
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=31859
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=34486
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=34486
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=33355



http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=33355
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=32624
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=32624
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=34930
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=34930
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=34722
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=34722
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=34393
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=34393
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=35234
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=35234
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=33163
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=33163
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=32545
http://www.insidehighered.com/employment/dashboard/?event=ViewJobDetails&job_posting_id=32545
http://www.insidehighered.com/
http://www.insidehighered.com/sign_up
http://www.insidehighered.com/login
http://www.insidehighered.com/about_us
http://www.insidehighered.com/pressreleases
http://www.insidehighered.com/permissions
http://www.insidehighered.com/contact_us
http://www.insidehighered.com/advertise
http://www.insidehighered.com/partners
http://www.insidehighered.com/frontpagerss2
http://www.insidehighered.com/frontpagerss2
http://www.insidehighered.com/podcast
http://www.insidehighered.com/podcast
http://www.insidehighered.com/links
http://www.insidehighered.com/privacy_statement
http://www.insidehighered.com/login

	AHKCOIBOFEGAJHDMLGDHHOIMLMOGAOMK: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 83
	f2: 84
	f3: 85
	f4: 

	f5: Search
	f6: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: SearchJobs
	f2: search
	f4: 

	f3: 
	f5: Search Jobs
	f6: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 20
	f2: 117557

	f3: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: SearchJobs
	f2: search
	f3: 

	f4: Find Jobs!
	f5: 




