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A Liberal Arts College Marks Five Years in Ghana

Patrick Awuah, Ashesi University’s president, celebrated the fifth anniversary of Ghana’s first liberal arts college this week in Seattle. After 
an eight-year career at Microsoft, Awuah, a native Ghanaian, founded Ashesi in 2002 with this vision: “Imagine if every Sub-Saharan African 
country had several small liberal-arts colleges, educating students at a level equivalent to liberal-arts colleges in the United States — colleges 
dedicated to nurturing critical thinking, effective communication skills, practical experience, and a true concern for society in their students.”
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Ashesi’s leaders have developed its core liberal arts curriculum with the help of faculty at Swarthmore College and the University of 
California at Berkeley (Awuah’s alma maters), and the University of Washington. The university’s enrollment has increased from 30 students 
in 2002 to about 400 today — 365 full-time students and 29 study abroad participants — and plans are in place for a permanent campus north 
of Accra on “a range of hills overlooking the capital.” Awuah, who spoke at a University of Washington panel discussion on the role of 
graduate education in nation building Monday, took time for a telephone interview with Inside Higher Ed this week about next steps for 
Ashesi and the role that liberal arts education can play in accelerating Africa’s development.

Q. Tell me about Ashesi, your mission and your focus. If you had the ear of a potential donor at a cocktail party for just two minutes, 
what would you most want them to know?

A. Well, I would want them to know that Ashesi is about educating a new generation of leaders in Africa who think ethically and who are 
problem solvers and have the ability and the desire to confront problems on the continent.
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